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ABSTRACT

Reactive dyes, which contain at least one activated
substituent that reacts with the fiber, were first
introduced by ICI commercially in the year 1956.
These are dyes that react with the cellulosic fiber
and can be divided into 1) Cold Brand, 2) Warm
Brand and 3) Hot Brand Dyes, depending on the
temperature of application.

Each of these classes has specific characteristics
like fastness properties, SEF profile, brilliancy,
build-up etc. It is now evident that the dye
business is much more than the traditional
chemistry and is more of an interplay of Science,

Art and Technology. The growth in the application

avenues of dyes has widened with the numerous
possible applications of Reactive dyes. In addition
to the classical exhaust dyeing and screen printing
in recent times, they have found applications in

diverse fields like Contact Lenses, CDs, hair colour,
Ink-jet-printing (both paper and textile). Of these,
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Ink-jet printing appears to be the fastest growing application, with a very large number of patent
applications being filed in the areas of colours, print-heads, machines, formulations, inks etc.

Digital printing methods such as ink-jet printing are becoming increasingly important for
printing of textiles and offer a large number of potential benefits over conventional printing

methods.




